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Torfaen CBC - Sarah Hensby - 
Senior Planner for Fringe 
consultation relating to 
19/P/0758/FUL for Construction 
of a car park, access roads from 
the A4042 and a new passenger 
footbridge (including an 
accessible lift) (Fringe 
Consultation) at Pontypool 
Railway Station, Pontypool Road, 
New Inn   

Fringe 
Comments

11 March 
2020

Delegated 
Decision

I write in response to your consultation received 20 February 2020 regarding the above planning application at 
Pontypool Railway Station. We note this site is approximately 650m south away from the boundary of the 
Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (NPA).  The NPA was not consulted on this proposal at Pre-
Application Consultation stage or as part of any Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) screening submitted. 

I set out below some background on the NPA’s policy and legal context. The letter ends with our comments 
on the planning application with you for determination. 

Background 
Policy and legal context 
Section 63 of the Environment Act (1995) sets out the statutory purposes of the National Park as follows:-

 To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Park; and
 To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the National 

Park

In accordance with section 62(2) of the Environment, any relevant Authority shall have regard to National Park 
purposes when performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in a National Park. Relevant 
Authorities include public bodies, government departments, local authorities and statutory undertakers.
The Special Qualities of the National Park may be significantly impacted by development proposals on the fringes 
of the National Park. The Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan 2015-2020 defines the Special 
Qualities of the Brecon Beacons National Park as follows:

 A feeling of vitality and healthfulness that comes from enjoying the Park’s fresh air, clean water, rural 
setting, open land and locally produced foods.

 A sense of place and cultural identity - “Welshness” - characterised by the use of the indigenous Welsh 
language, religious and spiritual connections, unique customs and events, traditional foods and crafts, 
relatively unspoilt historic towns, villages and family farms. The continued practices of traditional skills 
developed by local inhabitants to live and earn a living here, such as common land practices and grazing.

 A sense of discovery where people are able to explore the Park’s hidden secrets and stories such as 
genealogical histories, prehistoric ritual sites, medieval rural settlements, early industrial sites, local myths, 
legends and geological treasures.

 The Park’s sweeping grandeur and outstanding natural beauty observed across a variety of 
harmoniously connected landscapes, including marvellous gorges and waterfalls, classic karst geology with 
caves and sink holes, contrasting glacial landforms such as cliffs and broad valleys carved from old red 
sandstone and prominent hilltops with extensive views in all directions.



 A working, living “patchwork” of contrasting patterns, colours, and textures comprising of well-
maintained farmed landscapes, open uplands, lakes and meandering rivers punctuated by small-scale 
woodlands, country lanes, hedgerows, stone walls and scattered settlements.

 Extensive and widespread access to the Park’s diversity of wildlife and richness of semi-natural 
habitats, such as native woodlands, heathland and grassland, natural lakes and riparian habitats, ancient 
hedgerows, limestone pavement and blanket bogs including those of international and national importance.

 In the context of the UK, geographically rugged, remote and challenging landscapes.
 Enjoyable and accessible countryside with extensive, widespread and varied opportunities to pursue 

walking, cycling, fishing, water-based activities and other forms of sustainable recreation or relaxation.
 An intimate sense of community where small, pastoral towns and villages are comparatively safe, 

friendly, welcoming and retain a spirit of cooperation.

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) (Edition 10) acknowledges the statutory purposes of National Parks and references 
the “Sandford Principle”, whereby if there is a conflict between the statutory purposes, greater weight shall be 
given to the first purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage. PPW 
states that “planning authorities have a statutory duty to have regard to National Parks and AONB purposes. This duty 
applies in relation to all activities affecting National Parks and AONBs, whether those activities lie within, or in the setting 
of, the designated areas” (see para 6.3.5).

Planning Application Comments 
We note the proposal is for the construction of a new 156 space Park & Ride car park on the northern side of 
the existing Railway Station at Pontypool and New Inn. It is proposed that this new car park will be accessed via 
new slip roads off and onto the southbound carriageway of the A4042. A new footbridge structure measuring 
circa 12m in height (at its tallest point) is also proposed with an accessible lift. The site is currently largely 
wooded and is predominantly rural and agricultural land located between the existing railway station and the 
A4042 Trunk Road. It is unclear what lighting is proposed as part of the submission and it is noted in para 2.9.2 
of the Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA) states these effects have not been considered as part of the 
accompanying appraisal. 

As set out above, in accordance with section 62(2) of the Environment, any relevant Authority shall have regard 
to National Park purposes when performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in a National 
Park. We have structured comments on the application in accordance with these relevant statutory purposes 
and provide comments on the key matters where the proposal will affect the National Park:

Statutory Purpose 1: To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the 
National Park

1 Landscape and visual impact 
The site is currently heavily wooded and the proposal will mean the site is opened up to the A4042 dual-
carriageway. A Landscape Visual Appraisal (LVA) accompanies the planning application although lighting impacts 
have not been considered as part of this appraisal. Four viewpoints within a 1km radius have been considered 
(one of which is located within the Brecon Beacons National Park). No Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) plan 
is presented in the LVA so it is unclear how visible or not the proposal is in its local context. 

Viewpoint no. 4 which is taken from within the National Park appears to show that the proposal will be not 
visible due to existing vegetation/topography. The conclusions of the LVA records a minor adverse impact on 
the National Park (see para 4.3.7). The conclusion of the LVA would appear to be reasonable although in the 
absence of ZTV we are unable to comment on the appropriateness of the viewpoints chosen and the identified 
mitigation. 

Recognising the statutory purpose of the National Park to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the 
National Park and Torfaen County Borough Council’s legal obligation to have regard to this, you may wish to 
require further information on the landscape and visual appraisal. A ZTV would assist to understand the 



scheme’s visibility and it is suggested this should be extended to at least a 5km radius given the proposed height 
of the proposal.  

2 Lighting impact
The submission does not appear to include any proposed detail on external lighting and the landscape and visual 
impact of any lighting has not been assessed as part of the LVA. 

You will be aware that the Brecon Beacons National Park is an International Dark Skies Reserve and the proposal 
site is considered to be located within the ‘external zone’ of this (see Obtrusive Lighting and Light Pollution SPG 
and BBNP International Dark Sky Reserve Lighting Management Plan for further details). 

Given the nature and scale of the proposal, it is recommended that further detail on external lighting is submitted 
as part of this planning application, so the landscape and visual impact and impact on ecology can be understood.  

3 Ecology impact 
In line with the Minister’s letter biodiversity enhancement should be secured as part of this planning application. 

Statutory Purpose 2: To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the 
special qualities of the National Park

1 Landscape and Visual Impact 
Matters relating to Landscape and visual impact are dealt with above. 
 

http://www.beacons-npa.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/Obrusive-Lighting-SPG-.pdf
https://gov.wales/biodiversity-enhancements-guidance-heads-planning
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Powys County Council  for 
CONSULTATION -  Application 
accompanied by an 
Environmental Statement. - 
Section 73 application to vary 
condition 45 of planning 
permission 18/1070/REM in 
relation to restoration scheme at 
Nant Helen Surface Mine,
Coelbren, Neath

Fringe 
Comments

24 
February 
2020

Delegated 
Decision

24.02.2020
PPW Wales Edition 10 states at Para 5.14.50 that mineral extraction should be restored to a high standard 
suitable for its agreed after-use…. Restoration and aftercare should provide the means to at least maintain, and 
preferably enhance the long term quality of and landscapes for mineral extraction. 

PPW Wales Edition 10 states at Para 6.3.5 that planning authorities have a statutory duty to have regard to 
National Parks purposes to their identified special qualities in the exercise of their functions.

The Brecon Beacons National Park lies 200m to the north of the site at its closest point. The site is prominent 
from Cribarth (Viewpoint BB1 2011 LVIA) and Llorfa Ridge (Viewpoint BB2 2011 LVIA). 

The revised restoration scheme proposes to retain more of the existing overburden mound than the previously 
approved scheme. Much of the main overburden mound would be retained including steep slopes facing the 
Tawe Valley and National Park to the north.

The Addendum to the OES acknowledges that further assessment is required in relation to Landscape and a 
revised LVIA assessment has been produced. However the Landscape Assessment as part of the OES is largely 
unaltered. It states that “views from the north are largely screened by intervening topography and vegetation with more 
distant views from the west and from the national park remaining largely imperceptible at that distance.” Photographs 
and photomontages of views from the south with indicative sections are provided, but there are no photographs, 
photomontages or sections of views from the National Park. The conclusion of the Addendum states at Para 
7.4.1 that “whilst the mound will still be noticeable from the above viewpoints, in the wider landscape context 
it is not out of place due to its juxtaposition with the neighbouring upland landscape of the Brecon Beacons 
National Park. It is stated that, whilst different from the original proposals, in landscape and visual terms, the 
additional benefits it will bring are more than sufficient to make it acceptable. 

It is considered that appropriate revised viewpoints should be provided from within the National park to 
compare the approved restoration and proposed revised restoration levels from the National Park in order to 
justify the statements made. Sections of the consented restoration scheme and proposed revised scheme should 
be provided for comparison purposes. It should also be made clearer what the additional landscape and visual 
benefits would be. 

Conclusion 

It is considered that additional information should be submitted to support the application to demonstrate that 
the revised restoration plan conserves and enhances the natural beauty of the National Park and does not have 
a long-term adverse impact on the special quality of the landscape of the Brecon Beacons National Park.  A 
HOLDING OBJECTION is therefore raised. 

12/03/2020



I refer to my previous letter dated 24.02.2020, raising a holding objection. 

I note the further information that has been submitted from Celtic Energy including submitted photographs from 
Viewpoints BB1 and BB2 from within the National Park, but which are not of a good quality. 

I note that NRW have offered the following comments:-

The Addendum to the original ES (18/1071/DIS) with a revised restoration scheme concluded at 11.2.8 that the 
landscape and visual effects of the new proposal would be at best Neutral to Slight adverse.

The recently submitted information now suggests that the current, further revised scheme would have a Moderate 
beneficial long term effect on receptors at Viewpoints BB1 & BB2, in line with the original assertions in 2011. It is stated 
that the magnitude of change compared to the previous restoration proposal is negligible.

We consider that the beneficial effects on the National Park have been overestimated and that the current revised 
restoration would be a less beneficial scheme, as a result of the retention of much of the overburden landform and void. 
However, we do not consider the differences to be so great as to have a long-term adverse impact on the landscape of 
the Brecon Beacons National Park.

In consideration of the above, whilst it is considered that the restoration scheme will secure a less beneficial 
restoration scheme, as more of the overburden scheme will be retained, we would agree with NRW that this  
is unlikely to have a long-term adverse impact on the special quality of the landscape of the Brecon Beacons 
National Park.

No objections are therefore raised. 
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20/18216/FRI N: 212556 
E: 275942

Powys County Council for 
Extension to existing Solar Farm 
(inclusive of PV installation and 
associated infrastructure) at Solar 
Farm At Bryn Henllys, Cwm-
twrch Uchaf,
Abertawe

Fringe 
Comments

6 May 
2020

Delegated 
Decision

We write further to an earlier holding objection on this planning application which was outlined in the letter 
dated 17th September 2019. It is understood that the applicant has provided some further information/ 
alterations for Powys County Council’s consideration, in response to some aspects of this earlier letter. 

Response of 17th September 2019
We understand Lightsource BP intends to submit a planning application to Powys County Council for a 
9.9MW extension to a solar farm at land at Waunlwyd Farm, Upper Cwmtwrch. The proposed extension is 
130m from the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority (NPA) boundary. 

The NPA has not been consulted on the EIA Scoping Request which the applicant submitted to the Local 
Planning Authority or as part of any pre-application discussions Powys County Council has undertaken with 
the applicant. 

We set out below some background on the NPA’s policy and legal context. The letter ends with our 
comments on the draft planning application submission which was made available on the developer’s website. 

Background 
Policy and legal context 
Section 63 of the Environment Act (1995) sets out the statutory purposes of the National Park as follows:-

 To conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Park; and
 To promote opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the 

National Park

In accordance with section 62(2) of the Environment, any relevant Authority shall have regard to National 
Park purposes when performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in a National Park.  
Relevant Authorities include public bodies, government departments, local authorities and statutory 
undertakers.

The Special Qualities of the National Park may be significantly impacted by development proposals on the 
fringes of the National Park. The Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan 2015-2020 defines the 
Special Qualities of the Brecon Beacons National Park as follows:

 A feeling of vitality and healthfulness that comes from enjoying the Park’s fresh air, clean water, rural 
setting, open land and locally produced foods.

 A sense of place and cultural identity - “Welshness” - characterised by the use of the indigenous 
Welsh language, religious and spiritual connections, unique customs and events, traditional foods and 
crafts, relatively unspoilt historic towns, villages and family farms. The continued practices of traditional 
skills developed by local inhabitants to live and earn a living here, such as common land practices and 
grazing.

 A sense of discovery where people are able to explore the Park’s hidden secrets and stories such as 
genealogical histories, prehistoric ritual sites, medieval rural settlements, early industrial sites, local myths, 
legends and geological treasures.



 The Park’s sweeping grandeur and outstanding natural beauty observed across a variety of 
harmoniously connected landscapes, including marvellous gorges and waterfalls, classic karst geology with 
caves and sink holes, contrasting glacial landforms such as cliffs and broad valleys carved from old red 
sandstone and prominent hilltops with extensive views in all directions.

 A working, living “patchwork” of contrasting patterns, colours, and textures comprising of 
well-maintained farmed landscapes, open uplands, lakes and meandering rivers punctuated by small-scale 
woodlands, country lanes, hedgerows, stone walls and scattered settlements.

 Extensive and widespread access to the Park’s diversity of wildlife and richness of semi-
natural habitats, such as native woodlands, heathland and grassland, natural lakes and riparian habitats, 
ancient hedgerows, limestone pavement and blanket bogs including those of international and national 
importance.

 In the context of the UK, geographically rugged, remote and challenging landscapes.
 Enjoyable and accessible countryside with extensive, widespread and varied opportunities to pursue 

walking, cycling, fishing, water-based activities and other forms of sustainable recreation or relaxation.
 An intimate sense of community where small, pastoral towns and villages are comparatively safe, 

friendly, welcoming and retain a spirit of cooperation.

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) (Edition 10) acknowledges the statutory purposes of National Parks and references 
the “Sandford Principle”, whereby if there is a conflict between the statutory purposes, greater weight shall be 
given to the first purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage. PPW 
states that “planning authorities have a statutory duty to have regard to National Parks and AONB purposes. This duty 
applies in relation to all activities affecting National Parks and AONBs, whether those activities lie within, or in the setting 
of, the designated areas” (see para 6.3.5).

Draft Planning Application Submission Package 
From the information submitted it is understood the application site measures 25.6 hectares in total and 
currently comprises a series of fields which adjoin land with full planning permission for a 20MW solar farm 
measuring 42.5 hectares. The proposed extension is 130m from the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
(NPA) boundary and together the approved solar farm and extension would cover 68.1 hectare. This is a 
significant scale development in close proximity to the National Park. We set out comments on the draft 
planning application submission documents below: 

Draft Design and Access Statement & Planning Statement 
These documents need to set out the specific consideration given to the development’s impact on the statutory 
purposes of the National Park (as set out in Section 61 of the Environment Act (1995) and the special qualities 
of the National Park (as set out the Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan 2015-2020). Please see 
Planning Policy Wales (PPW) (Edition 10) para. 6.3.5-6.3.10 for further information. Currently these aspects do 
not appear to have been thoroughly considered or explicitly set out in order to evidence the report conclusions. 

Draft Statement of Community Involvement 
We note that no mention appears to be made regarding engagement with NPA within this document. 

Draft Environmental Statement (Including Figures and Appendices) 
The NPA was not consulted as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report so do not 
comment at this point on the scope of the draft EIA. However based on the draft chapters presented it is felt 
that the EIA needs to more explicitly give consideration to the development’s impact on the statutory purposes 
of the National Park (as set out in Section 61 of the Environment Act (1995) and the special qualities of the 
National Park (as set out the Brecon Beacons National Park Management Plan 2015-2020). Please see Planning 
Policy Wales (PPW) (Edition 10) para. 6.3.5-6.3.10 for further information. Currently these aspects do not 
appear to have been thoroughly considered or explicitly set out in order to evidence the report conclusions. 
For example, the EIA does not make it clear what historical features, biodiversity features etc are located within 
or close to the National Park so no distinction appears to be made on this and hence due consideration given 
to the associated statutory purposes of the National Park.



Beyond this wider point, more specific comments are made on the draft EIA below: 

1. Para 3.4.2 – can it is clarified whether the arrays are fixed or not. 
2. Para 3.5.1 – further information and justification for the basis on why a 40 year consent is being sought is 

necessary. 40 years on face value appears long for a temporary use. 
3. No consultation has been undertaken with the NPA in order to inform the viewpoints used in the Landscape 

and Visual EIA Chapter. The viewpoints chosen do not appear to take in long-ranging views from the NPA 
particularly from the north. We would welcome the opportunity to meet with the agent for the application 
and/or visit the site in order to discuss these comments in more detail. Currently we have concerns over 
the adequacy of these viewpoints. 

4. Alternative designs are discussed in the EIA but it is unclear what account has been taken of the National 
Park. The alternatives discussed are presented as feedback from technical consultants but it is unclear 
whether this feedback has fully considered the duty to have regard to the statutory purposes of the National 
Park. 

5. It is unclear whether the Landscape and Visual EIA Chapter has taken any account of glare or glint in its 
assessment. 

6. The EIA clarifies that the approved solar farm will be constructed at the same time as the proposed 
extension. This is a very significant scale development and conclusions are then made in the EIA on the 
cumulative effects. We would appreciate a discussion on the viewpoints used to assess the landscape and 
visual effects (as set out above). We will be in a position to comment on the adequacy of the cumulative 
effects conclusion after account is taken of more long-ranging views from the National Park. 

7. Pending further discussion on the landscape and visual effects (as set out above) we will be in a better 
position to comment on the adequacy of the proposed 5m tree belt along the northern boundary of the 
site. Currently the NPA has concerns over the adequacy of this landscaping especially when this extension 
will be viewed in conjunction with the approved solar farm, which together measure 68.1 hectares. 

Response of 6th May 2020
We outline below our understanding of what these latest changes/alterations are and outline comment on 
these. We do not repeat the background on the National Park Authority’s (NPA) policy and legal context 
which has already been provided in our earlier correspondence. The letter ends with our comments on the 
planning application submission made available on the Powys County Council website. The Brecon Beacons 
National Park still issues a HOLDING OBJECT in the absence of updated photomontages which 
demonstrates how the additional landscaping and amendments now proposed may alter impact on the 
National Park.  Please note that this response has been prepared by Officers, and will not receive formal 
ratification from Members until 26th May 2020 after which point in time I may provide supplementary 
response as necessary. Please also note that the previously indicated 31st March 2020 meeting of the Planning 
and Rights of Way Committee was cancelled due to COVID-19.

The (Revised) Planning Application 
The proposed development relates to the construction, operation and decommissioning of a ground mounted 
solar farm which would comprise the following key components: 

 Vehicular access from Palleg Road east of the A4068; 
 Solar panels will be mounted on metal frames. The lower edge of a solar panel will be 1m from the ground 

and the highest point is 2.9m from the ground; 
 A 2m high timber & post/deer fence around the site; 
 CCTV cameras will be positioned on 2.5 m high poles along the security fence; 
 Switchgear substations; 
 Transformers; 
 AC Boxes; and
 Access tracks will be 3.5m wide and made of crushed aggregate. 

There is still no mention of any proposed lighting. 



It is understood the application site now measures 25.9 hectares in total (the red outline areas has slightly 
increased) and currently comprises a series of fields which adjoin land with full planning permission for a 
20MW solar farm measuring 42.5 hectares. Together this would cover 68.4 hectares and the applicants state 
that the extension will be undertaken at the same time as the approved Bryn Henllys solar farm, by means of 
an extended construction period. This still remains a very significant scale development in very close proximity 
to the National Park. 

Planning permission is still sought for 40 years which is stated by the applicant to start ‘from the date of the 
first export of electricity to the electricity grid’. At the end of its operational life the development is stated to 
be decommissioned and all solar panels, transformer / substations units, fencing and security measures will be 
removed and the application site returned to agricultural use. However, no specific mention is made of the 
temporary nature of the proposal or the proposed decommissioning to agricultural use in the description of 
development. It is still the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority’s view that these elements would be 
better referenced in the description of development in the interests of clarity. 

The revised planting plan (Ref: P18-2622_21) still outlines a 5m tree belt to the northern boundary of the site, 
and circa 7 new trees along part of the northern parcel’s western site boundary (beyond the previously 
proposed a new hedgerow). Whilst no change is proposed to the depth of the northern tree belt the number 
of trees to be planted here is proposed to increase. In addition to this, additional areas of planting are now 
proposed in corners of the field boundaries within the northern parcel and existing field boundaries within the 
northern parcel are stated to be managed ‘to grow into thick hedgerows, 4-6m in height’. The siting of the 
arrays in the northern parcel has changed and these appear more set-back and staggered from the eastern 
boundary although a new line of arrays is now shown on the northern boundary.

The existing hedgerow along part of the eastern boundary of the site is still stated to be ‘retained and reinforced 
with infill planting where appropriate’ – the applicant has stated a 20% infill requirement is assumed. The 
Landscape Management Plan provide detail on how it is intended to manage the landscaping on the site. 
Previous comments from the NPA raised the need for the signing of a legal agreement in order to adequately 
safeguard the management of this landscaping for the duration of the planning permission being sought (i.e. 40 
years) as we still question whether a planning condition provides adequate control for this significant time 
period.  

The applicant previously submitted a Landscape Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) as part of an Environmental 
Statement (ES). This document concluded that the residual effects on the Brecon Beacons National Park 
(during operation) is negligible (see table 5.8 of the EIA). No formal update to the ES has been submitted as 
part of this latest details although the applicant has now submitted a Glint and Glare Assessment, a Landscape 
Management Plan and Landscape Note which responds to some comments made predominantly by the NPA 
and Natural Resources Wales (NRW). 

Brecon Beacons National Park Authority Comments on the (Revised) Planning Application 

Description of Development 
No change has been made the description of development so our previous comments remain. It is our feeling 
that the reference to the temporary nature of the proposal should be included in the description of 
development as well as the proposed decommissioning to agricultural use. 

Design and Access Statement & Planning Statement 
No change has been made the Design and Access Statement or Planning Statement so our previous comments 
remain. We still have concerns over adequacy of the consideration given to the proposal’s impact on the 
National Park’s statutory purposes and special qualities in order to evidence some of the report conclusions.

Environmental Statement (Including Figures and Appendices) 
No change has been made the Environmental Statement therefore much of the comments raised previously 
still stand. We set out below an update to these comments:



1. We still have concerns with the consideration given in the ES to the special qualities of the National Park 
and its statutory duty. 

2. We note the applicant’s response given to the NPA’s point raised on the quality of some of the viewpoints 
which is reasonable. No response appears to have been provided regarding lighting however. 

3. It is necessary for the applicant to provide an updated photomontages (including cumulative visuals), 
particularly of viewpoint 4, to show how the proposed landscaping and amendments may impact on the 
landscape and visual impact of the development. Previously the NPA expressed significant concern and this 
information would allow a more informed view to be taken over the adequacy of the landscaping now 
proposed. This would inform an up-dated view of the latest proposal’s impact on the National Park’s 
statutory purposes and the special qualities of the National Park (namely the Park’s “sweeping grandeur and 
outstanding natural beauty” and its “working, living “patchwork” of contrasting patterns, colours, and textures”. 

4. Whilst the additional landscape management plan is useful we are still of the opinion that a legal agreement 
is required to safeguard the maintenance of the proposed landscape mitigation for the duration for the 
permission. 

5. We still have concern over the absence of information submitted regarding the exact nature and 
implementation of the proposed decommissioning of the proposal and we do not consider a planning 
condition (which requires submission of details at a later date – before the decommissioning starts) is 
sufficient. This detail is required now especially considering the significant scale of the proposal. 

6. We note a Glint and Glare Assessment has now been undertaken. This assessment is welcomed and it is 
noted that one viewpoint has a high impact (this viewpoint is located outside the National Park Authority 
boundary so we will leave it up to Powys County Council to consider this further).  

7. We still express reservations over the adequacy of the alternatives chapter of the EIA but we will leave 
this for Powys County Council to consider. 

Conclusion 
Based on the comments above, the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority hereby issues a HOLDING 
OBJECTION in the absence of updated photomontages which demonstrates how the additional landscaping 
and amendments now proposed may alter impact on the National Park. Previously the NPA had significant 
concern that the proposal will have adverse impacts on the National Park’s statutory purposes – namely “to 
conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage of the National Park” and “to promote 
opportunities for the public understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the National Park”. The proposal 
is considered to adversely impact on two of the Special Qualities of the Park – its “sweeping grandeur and 
outstanding natural beauty” and the “working, living “patchwork” of contrasting patterns, colours, and textures”. Based 
on current information, it is unclear how the amended proposal may alter this position.

Please note that this response has been prepared by Officers, and will not receive formal ratification from 
Members until 26th May 2020 after which point a further supplementary response may be forwarded if 
necessary. Please also note that the previously indicated 31st March 2020 meeting was cancelled due to 
COVID-19.





App No. Grid Ref. Applicant, proposal, type, address Decision Date 
Issued

Decision Type

20/18240/FRI N: 207731 
E: 299737

Rhondda Cynon Taf - Simon 
Humphreys - Solicitor for 
Rhondda Cynon Taf County 
Borough Council (Dynevor Arms) 
Hazardous Substances Consent 
Revocation Order 2020 (Fringe 
Consultation) at Dynevor Arms 
LNG Facility, Llwydcoed, 
Aberdare CF44 0ND  

Fringe No 
Comments

4 February 
2020

Delegated 
Decision

The Authority has no comments on the proposal.




